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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2019  
 

YEAR 11                             EUROPEAN STUDIES             MARKING SCHEME 
 
 

PART I                                                                                                                                     (Total 51 marks) 

 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions in the chosen 

section. 

 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid answers are to 

be accepted. 
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

  

1 2 Extreme poverty can be defined as a condition characterised by 

severe deprivation of basic human needs which include food, safe 

drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and 

information. 

2 2 Relative poverty can be defined as a condition in which people lack 

the minimum amount of income needed in order to maintain the 

average standard of living of the society in which they live. 

3 2 Poverty places constraints on the family’s ability to provide 

educational resources for their children.  Moreover, poor  families 

often lack the physical space in their homes where an environment 

which is conducive to study can be created.  Children coming from 

poor families also have less verbal exposure, are more likely to drop 

out of school to go to work and to experience food and housing 

insecurities which are detrimental to their learning. 

4 5 Students should mention some of the following points: 

 Poor people often have low self-esteem and failure.  This  

may lead to depression; 

 Due to their frustration, they may resort to crime; 

 They do not afford adequate housing; 

 They have few opportunities for work especially since they 

may not have the required skills and qualifications; 

 People living in poverty suffer from malnutrition and 

starvation as well as from lack of access to medical care; 

 They do not get involved in social activities in their 

community; 

 They have little or no access to technology; 

 They are at a greater risk for chronic illnesses and have 

shorter life expectancies.  
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5 1, 1,1,1 Students should mention four of the following: 

 Governments can provide training programs so that poor 

people learn new skills and acquire knowledge.  This 

increases their employability and gives them self-confidence; 

 They can invest in strategies which help to create more jobs 

and reduce unemployment; 

 They can raise the minimum wage so that poor families can 

afford a better standard of living; 

 Governments can invest in affordable good-quality child care 

to encourage parents to go to work; 

 They can ensure that poor families have better access to 

healthcare; 

 They can implement strategies which ensure quality 

education for all and which help reduce the number of people 

who leave school prematurely; 

 They can encourage immigrant integration into the workforce 

and combat immigrant discrimination; 

 The EU can strive to combat poverty through its several  

programmes and initiatives, such as the Europe 2020 strategy 

which aims to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty 

or social exclusion by 20 million by the year 2020. 

6 1,1 Students should mention two of the following: 

 Per capita income; 

 Level of education; 

 Literacy skills; 

 Level of healthcare; 

 Employment by sector. 

 Total: 17  

 

Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

  

1 1 World Trade Organisation 

2 1 The headquarters of the WTO are based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

3 3  The WTO acts as a forum for governments to negotiate trade 

agreements; 

 It operates a global system of trade rules; 

 It settles trade disputes between its members; 

 It supports the needs of developing countries. 

4 6  The EU has been a member of the WTO since 1st January, 

1995; 

 The EU is committed to multilateralism and has 

acknowledged the fundamental importance of the WTO in 

the international trade system; 

 The EU follows common WTO rules and makes sure that 

other members also follow the rules; 

 It supports the work of the WTO on multilateral rule-making, 

trade liberalisation and sustainable development; 
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 The European Commission negotiates on behalf of all EU 

Member States at almost all WTO meetings; 

 The EU strives to make the WTO more open by interacting 

with other international organisations; 

 Through the WTO, the EU seeks to promote sustainable 

development in trade including the ‘everything but arms 

initiative’ where all imports from the world’s poorest 

countries, with the exception of armaments, enter the EU free 

from import duties or quotas. 

5 3 The OPEC aims to coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its 

Member Countries and to ensure the stabilisation of oil markets in 

order to secure an efficient, economic and regular supply of 

petroleum to consumers, a steady income to producers and a fair 

return on capital for those investing in the petroleum industry. 

6 3 i. Iran 

ii. Iraq 

iii. Kuwait 

iv. Saudi Arabia 

v. Venezuela 

 Total: 17  

 

Section 3 – 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

  

1 6 There is a strong relationship between educational achievement and 

employment since most of the better paying jobs today require a 

university degree or certificates showing that the person has an 

advanced level of study.  Meanwhile, jobs that offer a lower income 

demand a lower level of educational achievement.   

 

Moreover, the more educated a person is, the more career choices and 

opportunities he/she may have.  Education also equips a person with 

the expertise needed to realise career goals.   

2 1,1 Students should mention two of the following: 

 

i. Offer training programmes for young people to increase their 

employability; 

ii. Ensure that courses and training are in line with the needs of 

the economy and emerging job opportunities; 

iii. Reduce the number of dropouts from education and training; 

iv. Ensure that the education system is conducive to the 21st 

century skills and is up to date. 

3 1,1 Students should mention two of the following: 

Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary and Poland. 

4 4 The introduction of information technology has highly impacted 

employment.  Robots, automation and software are replacing certain 

jobs.  Some jobs, which are now carried out automatically, have 

disappeared as there is no need for manual workers.  However, the 

development of information technology has led to the introduction of 
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several new jobs which include computer technicians, programmers, 

web designers and systems analysts. 

5 3 Raising the retirement age will likely keep older people in the 

workforce for longer, thus minimising job opportunities for young 

people.  Moreover, young people may not yet have the experience 

needed by employers and, thus, they find it hard to compete with 

adults who have years of experience.  The nature of certain jobs make 

it difficult for a person to stay in employment. 

 Total: 17 

 

 

 

Section 4 – 

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

  

1. 4  Students should mention four of the following: 

 They cause rapid soil erosion of fertile soils; 

 Such practices increase the susceptibility to flooding; 

 Intensive farming causes the generic erosion of crops and 

livestock species around the world and decreases 

biodiversity; 

 It is not sustainable if not properly managed and may result in 

desertification; 

 The excessive use of pesticides causes water pollution and 

alters the biology of rivers and lakes; 

 Pesticides generally kill useful insects as well as those that 

destroy crops; 

 The use of pesticides also causes several harmful effects to 

the human body. 

 

2 6 Sustainable agriculture, which ensures the continuation of 

agricultural production without infringing on the ability for future 

generations to do the same, should be given priority by governments 

worldwide.  Introducing alternative farming systems is an important 

means of addressing the environmental concerns associated with 

modern agriculture.  One example of alternative farming systems is 

that of organic farming which has a lower impact on the environment 

at a small scale.  Another example is that of conservation tillage, an 

alternative tillage method for farming which is more sustainable for 

the soil and surrounding ecosystem. Alternative farming systems also 

benefit wildlife since crops are more diverse and offer a mixture of 

habitats. 

3 7 The Camargue is western Europe’s largest river delta.  This area is 

well-known for its exceptional biological diversity.  Although the 

growth of agriculture, industry and tourism is vital for the economic 

prosperity of the region, yet all make demands upon the limited 

resources of this fragile environment.  Drastic changes which have 

occurred to the Camargue in the last 50 years have resulted in a loss 

of biodiversity.  Several natural areas have been lost to the extension 

of agriculture, salt exploitation and industry.  Moreover, conventional 

rice production uses large quantities of pesticides which disperse 

throughout the environment.   
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Section 5 − 

The Cultural 

Heritage 

  

1 2 The term ‘universal suffrage’ means the right to vote of all adult 

citizens, regardless of income, race, ethnicity, social status, etc. 

2 5 In its original 19th-century usage by political reformers, universal 

suffrage was understood to mean only universal male suffrage.  The 

vote was extended to women later, during the women’s suffrage 

movement.  Moreover, before the evolution of universal suffrage, 

most countries required special qualifications of their voters, such as 

an income qualification.  Nowadays, democracies across Europe is 

founded on the one person one vote principle. 

3 5 Through the introduction of universal suffrage, governments became 

accountable to the people they govern.  The right to vote provides 

people with an opportunity to voice their opinions, holds elected 

officials accountable for their behaviour while in office and prevents 

a situation where a minority dictates the policies of a majority.  The 

right to vote reduces the threat of a dictatorship. 

4 5 Fascism is considered to be a far right political doctrine.  It consists 

of a single-party state in which the government is led by a dictator.  

Fascism is an authoritarian nationalist ideology which focuses on 

solving economic, political and social problems which are seen as 

causing national decline.  Fascist movements commonly oppose 

communism, democracy, capitalism and liberalism.  

 Total: 17  

 

 

PART II                                                                                                                         (Total 34 marks) 

 

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                  

 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

17  The European Union was set up with the aim of ending the 

frequent wars between neighbours, which culminated in the 

Second World War; 

 A diverse group of people who shared the same ideals of a 

peaceful, united and prosperous Europe, worked tirelessly 

towards the European project.  These Founding Fathers include 

Robert Schuman, Jean Monnet and Winston Churchill, 

amongst others; 

 On 9th May of 1950 the French Minister Robert Schuman 

delivered an important speech, referred to as the Schuman 

Declaration, proposing the creation of a European Coal and 

Steel Community; 

 In 1951 the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) was 

founded. Its aim was to unite European Countries 

economically and politically in order to secure lasting peace; 

 Following the success of the ECSC, the European Economic 

Community (EEC) was founded in 1957 by the Treaty of 

Rome; 
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 In 1986 the Single European Act was signed.  This is a treaty 

which provided for the creation of the Single Market and the 

introduction of the ‘four freedoms’; 

 In the Treaty of Maastricht, it was decided that from then on 

the collaboration between countries would be called the 

European Union; 

 By 1992, twelve Member States had joined the EU; 

 The Amsterdam Treaty of 1997 amended previous treaties and 

introduced new areas of cooperation; 

  The Treaty of Nice of 2001 streamlined the EU institutional 

system; 

 In 2002 the Euro notes were introduced; 

 In 2004 there was the largest enlargement with 10 countries 

becoming Member States of the EU; 

 The Treaty of Lisbon entered into force in 2009.  This treaty 

provides the EU with modern institutions and more efficient 

working methods; 

 In 2012, the EU was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize; 

 In 2013, Croatia joined the EU, raising the number of Member 

States to 28. 

 

Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

 

17  The EU’s common agricultural policy (CAP) is a partnership 

between agriculture and society and between Europe and its 

farmers; 

 One of the main aims of the CAP is to support farmers and to 

give them financial aid; 

 The CAP also ensures that farmers have access to the latest 

information on agricultural issues, farming methods and 

market developments and provides them with high-speed 

technologies so that they can operate in an efficient manner and 

remain productive; 

 The CAP also aims to improve agricultural productivity so that 

consumers have a stable supply of affordable and high-quality 

food; 

 Another important aim of the CAP is to help tackle climate 

change and the sustainable management of natural resources; 

 The CAP provides better animal health through its animal 

welfare standards which focus on the avoidance of inflicting 

pain and suffering on farm animals both in the way they are 

reared on the farm and moved from farm to market; 

 This policy also strives to address the specific needs and 

challenges facing rural areas and to keep the rural economy 

alive by promoting jobs in farming, agricultural food industries 

and associated sectors.   

 The CAP takes action in difficult market situations such as a 

fall in prices resulting from a temporary oversupply on the 

market; 

 It encourages modernisation of European agriculture and the 

use of more sustainable, environmentally-friendly farming 

methods; 



European Studies – Marking Scheme – Year 11 – 2019                                                                                      Page 7 of 8                       

 It also provides mechanisms to prevent an economic, health or 

weather-related crisis from destroying food production. 

 

Section 3 − 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

17  Unemployment results in significant costs on the individual, 

society and the economy of a country; 

 The social costs of unemployment are difficult to calculate but 

are, nonetheless, very real; 

 Unemployment brings with it despair and anxiety; 

 Unemployment and idleness increases the level of crime and 

violence   in a country; 

 This, in turn, results in a social cost to the government of the 

country due to the increase in law enforcement and increased 

calls for protectionism; 

 Unemployment may lead to political instability as there is loss 

of trust in the administration of the country; 

 Unemployment places an economic burden on the government 

which has to fork out large sums of money as unemployment 

benefits; 

 Moreover, when the unemployment rate increases, 

governments collect less money as income tax; 

 The spending power of unemployed people decreases 

drastically which, in turn, negatively affects the economy; 

 An increase in unemployment rate means that governments 

have less money to spend on other areas such as healthcare, 

education, etc. 

 

Section 4 −  

Europeans 

and their 

Environment 

17  In recent years, increasing attention has been paid to the effects 

of tourism upon the environment; 

 Tourism can put pressure on natural resources when it 

increases consumption in areas where resources are already 

scarce; 

 One example is that of water resources.  The tourism industry 

overuses water resources for hotels, swimming pools, golf 

courses and personal use of water by tourists.  This can result 

in water shortages and degradation of water supplies, as well 

as generating a greater volume of waste water; 

 Tourism can also create pressure on resources like energy, food 

and other raw materials that may already be in short supply; 

 Increased construction of tourist and recreational facilities has 

increased pressure also on the scenic landscapes such as 

forests, fertile soil, wetland and wildlife; 

 Tourism accounts for a large percentage of air travel and is, 

therefore, responsible for an important share of air emissions 

which result in acid rain and global warming; 

 Noise pollution from airplanes, cars, and tour buses cause 

annoyance, stress and even hearing loss for humans as well as 

distress to wildlife; 

 Development in the tourism industry can involve sand mining, 

beach and sand dune erosion, soil erosion and extensive 

paving; 
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 Road and airport construction can also lead to land degradation 

and loss of wildlife habitats and deterioration of scenery; 

 Construction of hotels, recreation and other facilities often 

leads to increased sewage pollution in seas and lakes 

surrounding tourist attractions, damaging the flora and fauna; 

 In areas with a high concentration of tourist activities, waste 

disposal is a serious problem.  The improper disposal can be a 

major despoiler of the natural environment.  Solid waste and 

littering can degrade the physical appearance of the water and 

shoreline and cause the death of marine animals; 

 Tourist activities can alter ecosystems.  For example, wildlife 

viewing can bring about stress for the animals and alter their 

natural behaviour. 

 

Section 5 − 

Cultural 

Heritage 

17  The Enlightenment was an intellectual and philosophical 

movement that dominated the world of ideas in Europe during 

the 17th and 18th centuries; 

 This period is also commonly referred to as the Age of Reason; 

 During this period, science and reason seemed to offer the key 

to the future; 

 Reason provided a unifying doctrine and was regarded as the 

key to increasing human happiness; 

 It was thought that human reasoning could discover truths 

about the world, religion and politics and could be used to 

improve the lives of humankind; 

 With the right use of reason, all society’s problems could be 

solved and all mankind could live contentedly; 

 This optimism reflected a sense of growing economic 

opportunity; 

 Some of the most important writers of the Enlightenment were 

Voltaire, Montesquie, Denis Diderot and Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau.  Adam Smith, David Hume, Jeremy Bentham, 

Immanuel Kant and Thomas Jefferson were also 

Enlightenment thinkers; 

 The French Revolution was almost a direct result of 

Enlightenment thinking. 

 

 

 


